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Summary of Norton Anthology of English Literature 20th Century
The 20th Century of the Norton Anthology topics shows the effects of modernism as well as the 1st world war. Innovation lasted for an extended period from 1920 with complexity, and difficulties got experienced. There were high modernists like Woolf who did writing with a lot of confidence during the old certainties (Greenblatt et al., n.d).  The process led to the writing of life situations that people were going through in society. Modernism got explained in the period allowing for a better understanding of all that developed. In the 1930s to 1950s, a return of socialism and moralism were used as a response contrary to modernism. Some writers like Murdoch reacted against modernism through the use of the moralism aspect. Moralism used to show people the kind of activities that needed to be carried out in society. Murdoch wrote on methodologies of morality that need to be upheld to make sure the nation was well managed. Investment in the proper form was the main focus to get used to creating better systems of new life. 
Furthermore, innovations got created in the first half of the 20th Century. However, in Britain, the use of changes was delayed due to the founding of a conservative theater. The establishment of the traditional theatre took a long time until the 1950s; hence, Samuel Beckett absorbed the modernist experiment. Samuel gave impetus to a seismic shift in British drama by allowing for promotion of life activities without redemption (Greenblatt et al., n.d). The Theatres Act of 1968 abolished the power of censorship after Wole Soyinka and Derek Walcott developed new life to the English drama in England. These activities of the 20th Century formed a significant part in the development of modern life and variety into English drama.
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